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T.S. Eliot

Thomas Stearns Eliot (1888-1965), was born in St. Louis, USA.  He studied at the universities of Harvard (USA), the Sorbonne (France) and Oxford (GB).  He settled in London in 1915 and became a British citizen in 1927.  Besides writing he also worked as a teacher, in a bank, and eventually became an editor and a director of a major British publishing house.  He was awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1948.  As a poet, dramatist and critic Eliot had an enormous influence on twentieth-century poetry.  Instead of using traditional "poetic diction," he turned to the idiom and rhythms of natural speech. 


In the 30's he wrote Old Possum's Book of Practical Cats. for his godchildren (figliocci) and friends.   ('Possum'  was Eliot's alias among his friends.)  The poems describe cats giving them the same characteristics as people.

The Musical 'CATS'

The musical CATS, by Andrew Lloyd Webber, opened at the New London Theatre on 11th May, 1981.  It was inspired by T.S. Eliot's poems in Old Possum's Book of Practical Cats.  It holds the Guinness Book of Records title for the longest-running musical. 

SKIMBLESHANKS:  THE RAILWAY CAT

There's a whisper
 down the ____ at 11.39

When the Night Mails's
 ready
 to depart
,

Saying "Skimble where is Skimble has he gone to hunt
 the _______
?

We must find him or the train can't _____."

All the guards and all the porters
 and the stationmaster's
 ​​​​​​_________

They are searching
 high and low
,

Saying "Skimble where is Skimble for unless
 he's very ______

Then the Night Mail just can't ​__."

At 11.42 then the signal's _______

And the passengers are frantic
 to a man -

Then Skimble will appear and he'll saunter
 to the ____
:

He's been busy
 in the luggage ___
!

He gives one flash
 of his glass-green eyes

And the signal goes "All Clear!
"

And we're off
 at last
 for the northern part

Of the Northern __________!

1.  Which words rhyme with another IN THE SAME LINE?  thimble/rear/daughters/line/nimble/overdue

2.  Which words rhyme with another IN A DIFFERENT LINE:  van/go/Hemisphere/start
3.  What time is the train ready to depart?

4.  What time does it leave?

5.  Who gives the "All Clear!" signal?

6.  Why does it leave three minutes late?

7.  Where has Skimble been?

You may say that by and large
 it is Skimble who's in ______

Of the Sleeping Car Express
.

From the driver and the guards to the bagmen playing _____

He will supervise them all, more or ____
.

Down the corridor he paces
 and examines all the _____ 

Of the travellers in the First and in the Third;

He establishes
 control by a regular ______
 

And he'd know at once
 if anything ________
.

He will watch you without _______
 and he sees what you are thinking

And it's certain that he doesn't approve

Of hilarity
 and ____
, so the folk
 are very quiet

When Skimble is about and on the ____.

You can play no ______
 with Skimbleshanks!

He's a Cat that cannot be ignored;

So nothing goes wrong
 on the Northern Mail

When Skimbleshanks is ______.

8.  Which words rhyme with another IN THE SAME LINE?  faces/riot/charge/winking/cards/patrol/pranks

9.  Which words rhyme with another IN A DIFFERENT LINE:  aboard/occurred/move/less
10.  What is Skimble in charge of?

11.  Which people does he supervise?

12.  How does he establish control?

13.  Why are the folk very quiet?

14.  Why does nothing go wrong on the Northern Mail?

Oh it's very pleasant
 when you have found your little den

With your name written up on the door.

And the berth
  is very neat
 with a newly folded
 _____

And there's not a speck of dust
 on the _____
.

There is every sort
 of light - you can make it dark or ______:

There's a button that you turn to make a breeze
.

There's a funny
 little basin
 you're supposed
 to wash your ____  __

And a crank
 to shut the window if you ______
.

Then the guard looks in ________
 and will ask you very brightly

"Do you like your morning tea weak or strong?"

But Skimble's just behind him and was ready to ______
 him,

For Skimble won't let anything go _____
.

And when you creep
 into your cosy
 berth

And pull up the counterpane
,

You ought
 to reflect that it's very nice

To know that you won't be bothered
 by ____-

You can leave all that
 to the Railway Cat,

The Cat of the Railway Train!

15.  Which words rhyme with another IN THE SAME LINE?  politely/face in/bright/remind/sheet

16.  Which words rhyme with another IN A DIFFERENT LINE:  mice/sneeze/wrong/floor
17.  How do you know which compartment your berth (bed) is in?

18.  Which words are used to describe that the compartment is orderly and not dirty?

19.  What other else is there in the compartment to make the journey more comfortable?

20.  What does the guard ask you?

21.  Why won't you be bothered by mice?

In the watches
 of the night he is always fresh and ______;

Every now and then he has a cup of tea

With perhaps a drop of Scotch while he's keeping on the _____,

Only stopping here and there to catch a ____
.

You were fast asleep at Crewe and so you never ____

That he was walking up and down the station;

You were sleeping all the while he was busy at ________,

Where he greets the stationmaster with _______
.

But you saw him at Dumfries, where he summons
 the ______

If there's anything they ought to know about
:

When you get to Gallowgate there you do not have to ____-

For Skimbleshanks will help you to get ___!

He gives you a wave
 of his long brown tail

Which says:  "I'll see you again!"

You'll meet without fail
 on the Midnight ____

The Cat of the Railway _____."

22.  Which words rhyme with another IN THE SAME LINE?  watch/police/bright/wait/knew/Carlisle/Mail

23.  Which words rhyme with another IN A DIFFERENT LINE:  out/elation/Train/flea
24.  What does Skimble drink while he's keeping the night watch?

25.  What else does he sometimes catch besides
 mice?

26.  Which stations does the train stop at during the night?

27.  Who does Skimble call at Dumfries?

28.  Where do you get off the train?

HOMEWORK:

29.  Which words contain silent consonants?  For example in 'would' the 'l' is not pronounced.

30.  What are the different verses about?

31.  What do the compartments look like?

�	bisbiglio


�	il treno della notte (che porta la posta = 'mail')


�	pronto


�	partire


�	cercare; cacciare


�	ditale


�	facchini


�	capo stazione


�	cercando


�	in alto ed in basso = dappertutto


�	almeno che non sia


�	veloce; agile


�	in ritardo


�	furiosi; frenetici


�	andrà a passo lento


�	retro (del treno)


�	impegnato


�	carrozza dei bagagli


�	lampo


�	tutto libero


�	partiamo


�	finalmente


�	by and large = più o meno


�	to be in charge = essere responsabile


�	vagone letto


�	meno


�	fa dei passi


�	stabilisce


�	pattuglia


�	immediatamente


�	succede


�	fare l'occhiolino


�	ilarietà, allegria


�	confusione; frastuono


�	persone


�	scherzi


�	va male; va storto


�	piacevole


�	tana 


�	cuccetta


�	ordinato


�	piegato


�	lenzuolo


�	granello di polvere


�	pavimento


�	tipo


�	luminoso


�	venticello


�	strano


�	lavabo


�	dovresti (nel quale dovresti)


�	manovella


�	starnutisci


�	gentilmente


�	allegramente


�	ricordarglielo


�	andare storto


�	infili


�	accogliente


�	copriletto


�	dovresti


�	scocciato


�	puoi lasciare tutto ciò


�	i turni di guardia notturna


�	pulce


�	euforia


�	chiama


�	qualcosa di cui dovrebbero sapere


�	saluto


�	coda


�	sicuramente ('senza fallimento')


�	a parte





